JULY 2014
THE TE PAPA ŌTĀKARO/AVON RIVER PRECINCT PROJECT

A completed section of the Te Papa Ōtākaro/Avon River Precinct project

You are no doubt aware that developing the Avon
River is the first of the 17 anchor projects,
undertaken by the CCDU under CERA, in
partnership with the Christchurch City Council.
This will be a very influential activity in terms of the
city’s environment and heritage, with the cost being
just under 100 million (89 million from the Crown
and 6 million from the City Council). The project
managers have set up public information meetings,
which the Civic Trust has been invited to attend.
Information is provided on the CERA website and
hard copy material is also available.
It is interesting to consider how the concept of
the Avon River as an essential component of the
identity of Christchurch has arisen. Historically, the
local Ngai Tahu iwi regarded the swampy river as an
important food source but the early settlers' concern
appears to have been to utilise the Avon River as an

essential drainage channel to remedy this swampy
environment. However, by the late 19 th century, the
pioneer citizens of the city had become aware of the
river’s aesthetic contribution to the environment,
which included the distinctive planting as well as
pleasant bridge design.
There is no doubt that the earthquakes have wrought
considerable damage to the river with liquefaction
and river bank destruction, as well as damage to
historic city bridges. Nevertheless, the Avon River
development appears less concerned about its
drainage function. (Concern about the current neglect
of this was expressed at a recent talk given by Warren
Lewis, civil engineer, at the Civic Trust's recent
AGM.) CERA is undertaking a major development,
including new river shaping, i.e. narrowing the broad
walks and embankment steps etc., some of which are
claimed to be for restoration of the river's health
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and the historic Ngai Tahu food source or to increase
the city’s interaction with the river.
As well, an ambitious programme of public art works
is also planned for the river. Here, we may consider
issues, such as the selection and placement process,
along with the degree of permanence as against
temporary installations. We are assured that a
“sensitive” curation process will be developed, so we
may hope a more open selection from a range of
artists will be drawn upon and that there will be
opportunity for public consultation.

Among the plethora of challenges facing the Trust
Board, the most recent is the riverside development
project 'Te Papa Ōtākaro/Avon River Precinct' and
the planned modification of the river embankment.
Removal of 180 established trees is required. This
project has some aspects of real environmental
concern for the Trust, and we shall be monitoring its
development closely.
Retaining the distinctive planting of the river
environs may also become a concern . The river
The protracted problems concerning Hagley Park
reconstruction planners tell us that some trees may
continue post the Environment Court decision, in
need to be replaced (owing to their age/health and
particular, parking associated with the new Hagley
public safety issues) but have assured that the
Oval.
replacement trees will be compatible with other
Despite much opposition from heritage advocacy planting. Some indigenous planting does appear to
groups, including the Trust, the former Millers have become quite rampant . It is planned for 1700
Building and the Majestic Theatre are now new trees to be planted within the 8 designated
demolished, as well as the Christchurch Polytechnic sections along the river and we are warned that up to
Institute of Technology's Memorial Hall in 180 trees may be removed, as this number has been
Moorhouse Avenue.
identified as being unsafe.
Nevertheless, some measure of hope has emerged,
with the opening of Shop 7 at Cathedral Junction as
a heritage focus centre to inform the public, despite
the shadow being cast of future loss of built heritage.
Although there is mostly bad news on the heritage
front, there are real rays of hope emerging, with the
securing of the Nurses' Memorial Chapel for the
future and the commitment of the Christchurch Arts
Centre to restore the historic heritage buildings of
the Arts Centre The Registry is finished and
tenanted, the Gymnasium will be completed during
2014, and the Great Hall and Clock Tower are
scheduled for completion early in 2015.
The outcome of the Governance Review has resulted
in the Bill that has been publicly notified and
introduced to Parliament.
In the past six months, three Board members have
retired, the most recent being Ian Clark, who
no longer lives in the city.
To help balance the departures, Lynn Campbell was
elected to the Board at the recent Annual General
Meeting.
Neil Roberts
Chairman

New Members
The Civic Trust welcomes the following new
member: Grant Sumner

The first section of the river development has now
been completed but a few worries have also arisen.
One is aesthetic and that is that the design
(boardwalk/concrete embankments) feels too straight
and overstructured, and diminishes the attractive
curves and flow of the river. The other concern is
practical, in that the narrowing to speed up the river
flow, with the aim of restoring the river's health for
fish stock etc., is detrimental to the drainage
function, as is some of the riparian planting. In view
of the increased flooding events in the post-quake
city, these changes to the river flow may require
some further examination.
Penny Orme

Nurses' Chapel Future Now Secure
For some time now, the future of the Nurses'
Memorial Chapel has seemed to be in doubt but on
24 March, the chapel site was vested in the
Christchurch City Council by Order in Council under
the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Act. The site is
also now classified as an historic reserve
administered by the Council under Section 18 of the
Reserves Act 1977.
The Christchurch City Council and Canterbury
District Health Board are currently in the process of
negotiating the terms of the transfer of the chapel
building from the Board to the Council.
As a result of the 22 February 2011 earthquake, the
chapel was severely damaged. Holmes Consulting
Group was engaged by the Canterbury District
Health Board to do an engineering assessment with
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options for restoration and earthquake strengthening.
The report prepared is currently being peer reviewed
for the Christchurch City Council before further
discussions proceed with the Chapel trustees and
Friends.
Although insurance will provide some of the funding
for the work required, it is anticipated that
considerable fundraising will be needed. This is
shaping up to be a major project for the Nurses'
Memorial Chapel Trust Board in 2015.

Eyes On Hagley
Construction of the embankment and pavilion at
Hagley Oval is taking place in readiness for the 2015
Cricket World Cup. This follows the Environment
Court decision granting consents, while indicating
the Court would likely have declined the application
were it not for the exercise of CERA’s overriding
powers. This permitted Hagley Oval's inclusion as an
anchor project in the Earthquake Recovery Plan, with
facilities developed for international cricket in all its
forms. To minimise the adverse environmental
effects, the Environment Court attached over 90
conditions of consent. Some were simply too irksome
for the international major event organiser, which
subsequently sought and obtained a Certificate of
Compliance, enabling specific conditions imposed by
the Environment Court to be ignored. This matter
was determined by a Christchurch City Councilappointed Commissioner under a separate provision
of the Resource Management Act from those
provisions pertaining to resource consents. The
Commissioner’s decision cannot be appealed. This
outcome makes a mockery of the whole Environment
Court process. After vigorous examination of the
pros and cons of allowing the development, the Court
had handed down a
robust decision. Yet, a
commercial interest group was able subsequently to
thwart the protections seen as necessary by the
Environment Court for the same events. A glaring
disconnect in resource management law needs to be
remedied. Interestingly, the light towers for broadcast
quality night cricket have not been installed, despite
the conditioned consent. However, the call to trial
day-night test cricket may see cricket scrambling for
more money. Certainly, Canterbury Cricket (CCAI)
is not flush with funds.
Resource consents with attached conditions need to
be monitored for compliance. As the responsible
administering authority for Hagley Park, the
Christchurch City Council (CCC) is obliged to
monitor compliance at Hagley Oval. Following
repeated complaints from Hands Off Hagley Inc
(HOH), the CCC building compliance and
enforcement section has confirmed that conditions
applying to the construction phase have been
breached. Furthermore, Environment Canterbury,

responding to HOH's complaints, has confirmed
breaches, with respect to silt runoff into adjacent
waterways. The inadequacy of containment measures
at the Hagley Oval construction site has been evident
during severe rainfall. Compliance monitoring is a
burden for enforcement authorities, who claim they
cannot be on site continuously. Vigilance by
members of the public has been an irritant for
construction management. Nevertheless, without
capturing photographic evidence and calling in
enforcement authorities to take samples, all too often
what occurs at construction sites is out of sight and
out of mind, with detrimental environmental
consequences.
The awarding of costs is unusual but not
unprecedented for Section 274 parties, who engage
legal counsel and put up expert witnesses, even if
they do not achieve their overall objective. Such was
the case for HOH. It was not HOH, which caused the
lengthy hearings before the Court, as contended by
CCAI, which had hoped all would be wrapped up
inside two weeks. Rather, the inadequate application
by CCAI and the need to modify that application
during the hearing, plus the late intervention by NZ
Cricket raising new matters not heard in the
substantive hearing, extended the Court process.
Consequently, HOH witnesses were obliged to enter
into Court-mandated conferencing and attend
resumed hearings, incurring unforeseen costs. CCAI
is to pay a portion of HOH's costs, as ordered by the
Court, but this will not see HOH out of the red. HOH
is grateful for all the donations, which it continues to
receive.
The battle over the use of Hagley Park for parking
vehicles in relation to sanctioned events remains far
from resolved. The intended parking of cars on the
Polo Grounds (accessed via the treed Deans Avenue
boundary) for major cricket fixtures represents just
one of the environmental threats to the well-being of
Hagley Park. For too long, parking issues related to
activities in Hagley Park and the adjacent hospital
have been put in the too-hard
basket. The
Christchurch Civic Trust has called for a
comprehensive evaluation of Council parking policy
as it applies to Hagley Park. Environmental
protection should stand before commercial
exploitation. We are joined in this perspective by
Hands Off Hagley Inc, now advocating formation of
an advisory body, which would both promote and
protect the Park for the benefit of future generations.
An example of yet another Hagley Park land grab is
the 2014 swap of hospital land for Hagley Park land,
clearly unequal in terms of intrinsic value, to
accommodate hospital expansion. Approximately 50
mature park trees are to be sacrificed. As in the case
of Hagley Oval, CERA powers have been exercised
to overcome historical 'legal obstacles' protecting

3

Hagley Park, with requirements to explore alternative
options and consult the public conveniently ignored.
While the hospital development is needed and is
earthquake-related, this cannot be said for the
development at Hagley Oval. Both could have been
located elsewhere.
A seismic event, the creation of temporary powers
exercised by CERA and the sidestepping of public
consultation will require a new chapter to be written
in the history of Hagley Park.
Chris Kissling/Anne Dingwall
Donations can be made on line to 'Hands Off Hagley'
ANZ a/c: 06-0665-0259009-00 or by cheque made out
to 'Hands Off Hagley' c/- The Civic Trust
P O Box 1927 Christchurch 8140

Ian Clark Retires from the Board
As many members will be aware, Ian Clark has been
one of the longest serving and respected members of
the Civic Trust Board, and in 2012 was given
honorary life membership. Unfortunately ill health
and the fact that he now lives permanently at
Amberley has prompted his reluctant decision to
retire.
Ian was elected to the Civic Trust Board in 1985. He
held the office of chairman 1991-2000 and deputy
chairman 2000-2005. Ian was also an elected
member of the Waimairi District Council 1972-1984,
Canterbury Museum Trust Board 1975-1984 and
Canterbury United Council 1978-1984. Ian was the
Civic Trust representative on the Arts Centre Trust
Board for 9 years and also a foundation member of
the Ferrymead Trust and the Christchurch Heritage
Trust. We wish him and his wife Marion well in the
years ahead living in North Canterbury.

experience heritage event, 18 -20 October 2013. It
has been open daily since then in this central city
location, thanks to the extremely generous provision
of the rent-free space by Ernest Duval of Fortis
Construction. It brings to the public’s attention
listed heritage buildings and sites demolished,
restored, pending restoration and under threat. Winter
opening hours are 11am - 2pm.
A heritage destruction roll compiled by Dr Lynne
Lochhead is the key feature of Shop 7. It shows more
than 235 listed heritage buildings demolished, a great
many of them unnecessarily. The total continues to
grow with the recent demolition of the Majestic
Theatre and on Thursday 10 July, the Christchurch
Technical College Memorial Hall at CPIT: all
GONE. The current principal focus is on Christ
Church Cathedral, with a petition, images and factual
information pamphlets. To assist with fundraising for
the ongoing heritage battle, items for sale include
postcards, photographs, the book “City and
Peninsula”, published by Christchurch and Akaroa
Civic Trusts, Christ Church Cathedral images and
more.
More than 30 volunteers have brought the heritage
message directly to visitors by generously giving
their time to assist in supervising Shop 7. Please
contact Ross Gray: 021 206 3620, if you would like
to help. Over recent months, Shop 7 has become
something of a “heritage central”, a handy focal point
for heritage groups and campaign meetings.
Thousands of visitors from around the world and
New Zealand, as well as locally, have visited our
display since it opened. People are heartened by the
restoration stories, but not surprisingly, the great
majority are shocked, angered and deeply saddened
by the extent of the heritage demolition they see
illustrated in Valuing Our Heritage.
Ross Gray

Valuing Our Heritage
Shop 7 Cathedral Junction, Christchurch

CIVIC TRUST AWARDS
2014
Members are invited to nominate recent
outstanding heritage and environmental
projects to be considered for an award
later this year by the Civic Trust.
Shop 7 Cathedral Junction

Nominations close on 8 August 2014
Please address your nominations to:

Shop 7 Valuing Our Heritage is a heritage
information centre and display presented by Historic
Places Canterbury, Christchurch Civic Trust, IConIC
and Restore Christchurch Cathedral. It began as a
three-day exhibition during CCC’s Reconnect:

Civic Trust Awards 2014
P.O. Box 1927 Christchurch 8140
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