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CHRISTCHURCH CIVIC TRUST INC
52nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
15th May 2018
At the WEA Hall Gloucester Street
The meeting opened at 6.10pm
PRESENT
Bruce Alexander, Lynn Campbell, Lindsay Carswell, Anne Dingwall, Tim Hogan, Chris
Kissling ( Chair ), Judith Knibb, Joanna Mackenzie, Penny Orme, Neil Roberts, David
Thornley and other members of the Trust. (a total of 23 persons were present)
APOLOGIES
Vivien Bishop, Trevor Lord, Barbara Duff, Graeme Ford, Robert Watson, Jacqui Smith,
Gwyn Rogers ,Ross and Lorraine Gray.
Moved by the Chair
That these apologies be accepted.
Carried.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Moved by that the minutes of the AGM meeting held 6 June 2017 be accepted as a true and
correct record.
Tim Hogan / Sue Williams
Carried.
CHARIMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman, Chris Kissling, then read out his annual report.
Moved by the Chair that the Chairman’s Report be received.
Carried.
HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
The Chair then awarded a certificate of Honorary Life Membership to David Thornley.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer, Lindsay Carswell, presented the Treasurer’s Report.
He was happy with the small surplus of $2729.23
Moved that the Financial Report and Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2018
be approved.
Lindsay Carswell / Penny Orme
Carried.
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APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR
Moved that Ian French Wright be reconfirmed as Auditor
Lindsay Carswell / Tim Hogan
Carried.
ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS
The Secretary read out the names of the Board members who wished to be re elected Bruce Alexander, Mark Belton, Vivien Bishop, Lynn Campbell, Lindsay Carswell, Anne
Dingwall, Ross Gray, Tim Hogan, Chris Kissling, Judith Knibb, Trevor Lord, Joanna
Mackenzie, Penny Orme, Neil Roberts and David Thornley.
The Chair then called for any new nominations. There were none.
Moved that the members above be appointed to the Board
David Reynolds / Kevin Simcock.
Carried.
GENERAL BUSINESS
There was none.
GUEST SPEAKER
Chris Kissling introduced Board Member Lynn Campbell who gave an illustrated address
entitled Arsenic and old lace with a bit of lead thrown in. Lynn is a paper conservator who
recently obtained a Winston Churchill Grant to travel to the UK to research the conservation
of heritage wallpapers and that tour was the subject of her talk.
At the conclusion Chris Kissling moved a vote of thanks to Lynn.
The meeting closed at 7.40
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Report from the Chairman to the Christchurch Civic Trust 53rdAGM 30 May 2019
Image of Respect
The Christchurch Civic Trust has earned
the respect in which it is held through
many years of effort by its members and
particularly by its Board. Depending upon
the issues of the times, CCT has urged
citizens of Christchurch to get involved
with protecting and preserving significant
heritage elements most people do not wish
to see lost forever. These include
landscape components of our city and
region as well as retaining architectural
gems built in the past but under threat
from seismic events beyond our control.
It costs large sums of money to retain
representative elements of our heritage and
to deflect the commercial ambitions of
those who would destroy them for
personal gain or to promote substitute uses
that minorities in the community desire for
their specific gratification rather than for
the benefit of a wider segment of the
population. The Christchurch Civic Trust
has provided three of the four trustees for
the McLean’s Mansion Charitable Trust
(MMCT) with works well underway in the
post-earthquake restoration project thanks
to the Landmark Heritage Grant of $1.934
million from the Christchurch City
Council (CCC) that will cover much of the
physical works in the first two stages. A
CCC heritage covenant is now attached to
the title and controls the scope of the
restoration and implementation of the
heritage plan.

are not accorded the weight applied by
professional experts. The court, being a
judicial body, listens to the arguments
assembled by the legal profession.
Interested
parties
without
legal
representation are severely limited in terms
of the likely impact of their submissions.
CCT cannot be a lone lookout and
fortunately
other
like-minded
organisations also make representations to
authorities pointing out inconsistencies
within policies and plans as well as
supporting and encouraging developments
that will add to the quantum of
opportunities the city and region has to
offer its citizens and visitors.
All this effort involves volunteered time
and expertise. We do not, and are never
likely to have the financial clout and
reserves to match those whose ambitions
are fuelled by substantial financial means.
Therefore our efforts have to be well
targeted and well researched and aligned
with the relevant laws. It also means our
members and their friends need to be
vigilant in gathering intelligence about
proposed developments that all too often
are kept hidden from scrutiny until they
are beyond recall.
But it is not just about calling out devious
dealings and dubious motivations. We
also push hard to find the funds for adding
to land held in trust in the public domain
for future generations to enjoy such as at
Mt Vernon.
One of our retiring Board Members and a
Life member of the CCT, Bruce
Alexander, has had 50 years of service on
the CCT Board and has been deeply
involved in all the fund raising efforts over
those years. We salute him tonight but
please make the acclamation thunderous as
his hearing impairment is what has driven
him to his resignation, not any loss of
interest or concern to promote the
objectives of the CCT.
We also celebrate with annual awards
excellence in various categories of things

Planning Processes
Private ownership does not necessarily
mean that property owners can do what
they like. Our planning laws are designed
to mitigate that possibility. But to
participate in that resource management
process does not come cheaply. People
with acknowledged expert qualifications
and experience are needed to front
hearings before the Environment Court if
agreement is not achieved before matters
reach that stage. The opinions of the public
4

that contribute to pride in our city.
Anything and anybody can be considered.
The selection process is rigorous and the
winners proudly display their certificates.
The old, the restored and the new
initiatives can all be candidates.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y6wHBL
7ToNayiEdR18ADvJAJ88DpXzHS/view
Within a month of the Final Decision
being released NZ Cricket moved to
operate the imminent Cricket World Cup
without the agreed conditions, in
supposedly closed hearings before a
Commissioner for the Environment.
However Hands Off Hagley Inc. were
allowed to be present and be represented
by legal counsel briefed at impossibly
short notice while flying from Auckland to
Christchurch. Since then, cricket have
twice more moved to have certain
conditions they deem impracticable,
inconvenient or too costly, amended in
their favour. What cricket gains from these
amendments constitutes a corresponding
loss to other interested users of the park
and tilts the carefully crafted balance
achieved in the original decisions of the
EC.
The Christchurch City Council (CCC)
manages Hagley Park using devolved
powers from the Minister of Conservation.
It spends ratepayer money for expertise to
be used to curate Hagley Oval and the first
class cricket pitch. It also issues leases
within Hagley Park, including for the
Hagley Oval cricket pavilion which is
managed by VBase Ltd, a wholly owned
CCC company. The use of the pavilion,
built with some of the financial
contributions from the publically raised
earthquake relief fund, is also subject to
EC conditions which are flouted. Members
of the public act to monitor compliance
issues which should be a standard ongoing
CCC task. Enforcement is lax. Gamekeeper and poacher are one.
The EC consent conditions allow for four
retractable light towers needed for TV
coverage of night games. Cricket
administrators now want standard full
height permanent lights. They are now
looking to Regenerate Christchurch to
recommend to the Minister changes to the
conditions of consent, an approach that
avoids consideration of environmental
issues and possibly reduces the impact of
public consultation.

Legal Input
I believe that the legal profession could
encourage its membership to donate a
small portion of their time to charitable
work pro bono. After all, it is the legal
profession that provides counsel on either
side of contentious issues, and they strive
to achieve what their clients want. The
same barrister could argue cogently on
either side of a dispute, but may shy away
from representing an impoverished client
at a discount or on a gratis basis. Law
firms probably would not be comfortable
with their staff appearing on opposite sides
of a case being open to charges of conflict
of interest.
Other professions are represented on the
Board of CCT but there is a glaring lack of
people with legal expertise on planning
law issues. Is that because their law firms
would not look favourably on unpaid legal
advice and the individuals would
jeopardise their careers?
Conflict of interest And Cricket Googlies
There are lessons to be considered from
the invasion by commercial cricket
interests into Christchurch’s heritage listed
Hagley Park as a late addition to postearthquake anchor projects. The so-called
village green setting was magnetically
attractive. It is a beautiful venue but it is
not a village green.
In the direct referral to the Environmental
Court (EC) the presiding Judge indicated
that the application would likely have
failed but for the overriding directions of
the Minister for Canterbury Earthquake
Recovery. NZ as host to Cricket World
Cup needed a Christchurch venue.
The applicant agreed to 92 conditions of
consent, to mitigate adverse environmental
impacts including protecting the interests
of other park users and Christchurch
Hospital.
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The current Minister, also from
Christchurch, was ecstatic that amendment
clauses were accepted unanimously by
Parliament in the Bill setting up the
Greater Christchurch Regenerate Act that
expressly ensure the Hagley Park
Management Plan cannot be overridden as
before.
Possibly the googlies bowled before the
Men’s Cricket World Cup will be noballed in the preparations for the Women’s
World Cup but international pressure and
money are powerfully persuasive. Cricket
will no doubt try to have Hansen J on their
side. He chaired the government appointed
panel for the replacement Christchurch
District Plan and recused himself on all
matters related to Hagley Park because of
his close association with New Zealand
cricket.
Should a body such as the Christchurch
Civic Trust bow to this high level
onslaught on the integrity of the
Environment Court process? Should we
appeal to the Minister of Conservation to
recall the delegation of responsibility for
the administration of Hagley Park as this is
a reserve protected by specific legislation
and with heritage listing in the District
Plan? Might we suggest to the Minister of
Conservation that the Hagley Park
Reference Group created by the CCC after
much prodding but rendered ineffective in
the way it operates, be transformed into a

Hagley Park Management Authority with
some specific statutory powers? At least
discussion around such a possibility might
rein in blatant abuses of consent conditions
and lead to commercial leases reflecting
commercial rates for commercial uses of
the commons that is Hagley Park.
General matters
It remains for me to acknowledge and
thank the CCT Board for all their efforts
during the last year. They have not sat idle.
All the sub-committees have been active
and attendance numbers never having us
worried about maintaining a quorum. We
welcomed into our meetings members
from ICON which helps keep our
respective organisations in close touch
with each other. I also thank the Board for
submitting to my chairmanship and my
desire to complete our monthly business
expeditiously. I went home to meals that
had not gone cold. However, my garage
contains too many boxes of City and
Peninsula books waiting to find a better
home. Perhaps all members will buy
another copy and give it as a present to a
friend. It would boost our bank balance.
Chris Kissling
Chairman

Images taken from the Beca Heritage Week 2018
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McLean’s Mansion – Image taken from Beca Heritage Week 2018

Report from the Treasurer to the Christchurch Civic Trust 53rdAGM 30 May 2019
Financial report for the year ending 31 March 2019
The Trust continues to use the reporting
standards as issued by the New Zealand
Accounting Standards Board. These
standards are now mandatory and were
introduced to improve the quality and
consistency of the information disclosed in
performance reports, and to facilitate
comparability between entities, and
between years for the reporting entity.

This decline was caused by a series of one
off factors when compared to the previous
year.
The Statement of Financial Position
shows the Trust’s cash position has
increased to $3,206.53 (last year
$2,736.15) and Total Equity has also
increased to $2,958.17 (last year
$2,736.15).

As shown in the Statement of Financial
Performance, Income for the year was
$4,021.43 (last year $4,973.74) and Total
Expenses were $3,799.41 (last year
$2,244.51) . This resulted in a net surplus
of $222.02 for the year under review
(previous year $2,729.23).

In conclusion I would like to move that,
“The Financial Report, and Annual
Accounts for the year ending 31 March
2019, as audited, be adopted.”
Lindsay Carswell
Honorary Treasurer
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Dr Adrian J Sawyer, Professor of Taxation, SJD (UVa), M. Com (Hons), LL.B, C.A.,
C.P.A., Barrister and Solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand,
P O Box 8528, Riccarton, Christchurch
Tel (03) 364-2617, Fax (03) 364-2727.
ASSURANCE REPORT
To the Members of The Christchurch Civic Trust Incorporated
I have reviewed the financial statements
and notes on pages 9 to 15. Based on my
review, nothing has come to my attention
that causes me to believe that the
accompanying financial statements do
not give a true and fair view. This
information is stated in accordance with
the accounting policies set out on page
10.
The
Christchurch
Civic
Trust
Incorporated Responsibilities
The Trust is responsible for the
preparation of financial statements that
fairly reflect the financial position of The
Christchurch Civic Trust Incorporated as
at 31 March 2019 and of the results of
operations for the year ended on that
date.
Assurance Provider’s Responsibilities
It is my responsibility to express an
independent review on the financial
statements
presented
by
The
Christchurch Civic Trust Incorporated
and report on my review to you.
Basis of Opinion
An assurance review is limited primarily
to enquiries of organisation personnel
and analytical review procedures applied
to financial data and thus provides less
assurance than an audit. I have not
performed an audit and, accordingly, I do
not express an audit opinion.
I conducted my assurance review in
accordance with the Review Engagement
Standards issued by the New Zealand
Institute of Chartered Accountants. I
planned and performed the review so as

to obtain all the information and
explanations that I considered necessary.
Other than undertaking this review
assurance I have no other relationship
with, or interest in, The Christchurch
Civic Trust Incorporated.
Qualified Opinion
In common with other similar
organisations, controls over the revenues
from cash transactions prior to being
recorded are limited, and there are no
practical review procedures to determine
the effect of this limited control.
In this respect alone I have not been able
to obtain all the information and
explanations that I would require in order
to provide a completely unqualified
statement. I also received all available
receipts for large items of expenditure by
The
Christchurch
Civic
Trust
Incorporated.
The financial statements have been
prepared on the basis of the going
concern principle.
In my opinion, except for the adjustments
that might have been found to be
necessary had I been able to obtain
sufficient evidence concerning cash
transactions, nothing has come to my
attention that causes me to believe that
the financial statements and notes on
pages 9 to 15 do not give a true and fair
view.
My assurance review was completed on
17 May 2019 and my assurance
statement is expressed as at that date.

Assurer:

Dr Adrian J Sawyer

Address:

P O Box 8528, Riccarton, Christchurch
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CHRISTCHURCH CIVIC TRUST
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended 31 March 2019
ENTITY INFORMATION
Entity information is presented to help the reader to understand the entity and the environment in which it operates.
1.
The entity’s name, type of entity and legal basis
The Christchurch Civic Trust is a charitable trust
Register (“the Register”) was opened.
originally incorporated under the Charitable
On the disestablishment of the Charities
Trust Act 1957 on 25 May 1965. The Charitable
Commission in 2012, the core functions of the
Trust Act 1957 was replaced by the Charities Act
Commission were transferred to the Department
2005. The Charities Act 2005 established the
of
Internal
Affairs.
Charities Commission. The Commission was
The Trust received Registration by the Charities
charged with the responsibility of administering
Commission on 30 April 2008, Registration No
the Act and the registration of charitable entities
CC23590.
began on 1 February 2007, when the Charities
2.
The entity’s purpose or mission (the key difference the entity is trying to make)
The role of the Christchurch Civic Trust is to
good urban design and architecture, and by
promote civic pride in Christchurch and
raising public awareness of the importance of the
surrounds by its ongoing public advocacy for
city’s natural and built heritage.
3.
A description of the structure of the entity’s operations (including governance arrangements)
The Trust comprises a board of 15 members and
by representation to the: Nurses Memorial
an ordinary subscription membership of 100plus.
Chapel Trust and Port Hills Trust. It is also
The board meets monthly 11 times a year. It is
closely aligned to Christchurch Heritage Trust,
elected at an annual general meeting. A total of 5
Historic Places Canterbury, Interests in
sub-committees have been formed as focus
Conserving the Identity of Christchurch (IconIC),
groups to assist the board in its deliberations on:
Restore Christchurch Cathedral (RCC Inc),
Membership, Heritage and Urban Design and
Akaroa Civic Trust, Timaru Civic Trust,
Resource Management,
Annual
Awards,
Whitestone Trust Oamaru, Wellington Civic
Publicity, Communication and Newsletter, and
Trust and Civic Trust Auckland.
Events / Seminars & Social. The trust is affiliated
4.
The main sources of the entity’s cash and resources
Activities and administration costs of the trust are
philanthropic donations, occasional bequests.
funded by, annual membership subscriptions,
5.
The main methods used by the entity to raise funds
The main sources of funds for the Trust come
and fundraising activities such as art auctions
from membership fees and member donations,
evenings.
that are then used for the day to day operation of
With the recent Christchurch Replacement
the
trust.
District Plan on Significant Trees the Trust relied
For major projects that require legal
on donations from members and also from the
representation and expert witnesses the Trust has
"GiveALittle" website.
relied on the Environmental Legal Assistance
Fund, donations from members and supporters
6.
The entity’s reliance on volunteers and donated goods or services
The entity relies on gifts of volunteer time and
committees), fundraising, administration and
expertise to complete work in many essential
accounting.
roles such as national governance (board and
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STATEMENT OF SERVICE PERFORMANCE
The statement of service performance explains what the entity was seeking to achieve (outcomes) and what
it did (outputs)
Description of the Entity’s outcome(s)
The Trust’s outcomes involve meeting the
challenges of public interest issues as they arise.
These issues cannot be identified in advance and

therefore cannot be defined in terms of time or
the level of engagement required. As such a
measurable service performance is not possible.

Description and Quantification (to the extent practicable) of the Entity’s Outputs
The Trusts outputs are not able to be measured
number of submissions made to local and
other than on the level of success of the Trust in
government authorities, on issues, judicial
meeting the challenges it faces eg; number of
hearings, and letters of complaint or protest
public meetings or public demonstrations held,
engagement with the media.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The statement of accounting policies explains the accounting rules used to prepare the performance report
1.
Basis of Preparation
The entity has elected to apply PBE SFR-A
(NFP) Public Benefit Entity Simple Format
Reporting - Accrual (Not-For-Profit) on the basis
that it does not have public accountability and
has total annual expenses of equal to or less than

$2,000,000. All transactions in the Performance
Report are reported using the accrual basis of
accounting. The Performance Report is prepared
under the assumption that the entity will continue
to operate in the foreseeable future

2.
Measurement Base
The measurement base adopted is historical cost.
3.
Taxation
The Trust is registered as a Charitable Trust and
is exempt from income tax under the Income Tax

Act 1994.

4.
Goods and Services Tax
These financial statements have been prepared on
a GST inclusive basis as the Trust is not

registered for GST.

5.
Bank Accounts and Cash
Bank Accounts and Cash in the Statement of
Cash Flows comprise cash balances and bank

balances (including short term deposits) with
original maturities of 90 days

6.
Changes in Accounting Policy
There have been no changes in accounting
policies. All policies have been applied on a

consistent basis with those applied in the
previous year.

7.
Contingent Liabilities
At balance date there were no known contingent
liabilities.

NOTES TO THE PERFORMANCE REPORTS
Notes to the performance report explaining some of the amounts shown in the statements in (a)–(f) above,
as well as explaining relevant events affecting the financial year including commitments and contingencies.
(a)
City and Peninsula Reprint
As in the past the Trust has produced books by
way of a joint venture with the Akaroa Civic
Trust. The proceeds are shared equally.
Accounting for this joint venture is separate from
the Trust's accounts. This year no funds were
transferred to the Christchurch Civic Trust or

Akaroa Civic Trust. The funds remaining in the
joint venture account at balance date was
$1,954.08.
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(b)
Donations - Others
During the year the Trust received a number of
donations
as
shown
below.
2018/19
Heritage Week
AGM
Ian Clark
Ron Fussell

2017/18
152.00
25.00
340.00

190.00
190.00

(c)
Heritage Week
The Christchurch Civic Trust put on a tour to
heritage buildings being restored or recently
restored. Funding of $850.00 was provided from

517.00

the Beca Heritage Week 2018 Community Grant
Fund and costs were $556.00. See page 18 for a
full report. Costs incurred were:
2018/19

Venue Hire
Catering
Transport, Hire of Bus
Promotional & Advertising
Reimburse Christchurch City Council

556.00

2017/18
55.00
243.00
556.00
337.09

294.00
850.00

(d)
Annual Awards
The Christchurch Civic Trust Annual Awards
2018 were held 9 October 2018 at the Sydenham
Room, South Library. Nine nominations were

1,191.09

selected from the seventeen nominated. As in the
previous year, no sponsorship was received. See
page 19 for a full report. Costs incurred were:
2018/19

2017/18

262.20
417.00
551.20
218.92
30.00

250.70
312.80
484.32

1,479.32

1,047.82

Award Certificate Printing
Award Certificate Framing
Award Newsletter & Postage
Catering
Room Hire

(e)
McLeans Mansion
The Christchurch Civic Trust is assisting the
McLeans Mansion Charitable Trust in the

restoration of the McLean’s Mansion building.

2018/19
Donation
Hall Hire, Public meeting
Fridgemagnets

2017/18

400.00
80.50
101.00
581.50
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CHRISTCHURCH CIVIC TRUST
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
For the Year Ended 31 March 2019
2019
$

2018
$

1,490.00
190.00

250.00
940.00
517.00

Interest Received
Subscriptions

1.43
2,340.00

480.00
1,191.50
1,191.09
0.41
336.33
2,450.00

Total Income

4,021.43

4,973.74

Income
Heritage Book Sales
(a)
Donations - Members
Donations - Other
(b)
Donations - Music
School
Grant Heritage Week
(c)
Less Expenses Heritage Week

Less Expenses
AGM Expenses
Annual Awards
Annual Return Fees
Audit
Bank Fees
McLean's Mansion
Newsletter
P.O.Box Rental
Room Hire
Share of Donations
Special Award
Website Expenses
Sundry Expenses

(d)

(e)

850.00
850.00

173.20
1,479.32
300.00
23.00
581.50
323.36
190.00
340.00
238.21
150.82
-

Total Expenses

Net Operating Surplus (Deficit)t/f to Equity
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103.50
1,047.82
51.11
300.00

190.00
285.00
66.00
101.08
100.00
3,799.41

2,244.51

222.02

2,729.23

CHRISTCHURCH CIVIC TRUST
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
For the Year Ended 31 March 2019
2019
$

2018
$

Members Accumulated Funds
Add Excess Income over
Expenditure

2,736.15

6.92

222.02

2,729.23

Total Equity

2,958.17

2,736.15

3,382.53

2,736.15
2,736.15

Equity

Represented by
Current Assets
KiwiBank Cheque Account
Accounts Receivable

3,206.53
176.00

Investments
KiwiBank Term Deposit

-

Total Assets
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

0.00

0.00

3,382.53

2,736.15

424.36

0.00

424.36

0.00

2,958.17

2,736.15

424.36

Long Term Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Net Assets
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CHRISTCHURCH CIVIC TRUST
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
For the Year Ended 31 March 2019
Cash Flow from Operating Activities
Increases In Cash
Heritage Book Sales
Donations - Members
Donations - Other
Donations - Music School
Grants - Heritage Week
Interest received
Subscriptions
Sundry Receipts

2019
$

2018
$

4,871.43

250.00
940.00
517.00
480.00
1,191.50
336.33
2,450.00
192.44
6,357.27

1,490.00
190.00
850.00
1.43
2,340.00

Less Decreases In Cash
AGM Expenses
Annual Return Fees
Audit
Award Expenses
Bank Fees
Heritage Week
Jubilee Book Printing
McLean's Mansion
P.O.Box Rental
Room Hire
Share of Donations
Special Award
Website Expenses
Sundry Expenses

173.20

103.50
51.11
300.00
1,047.82

300.00
1,655.32
23.00
850.00

1,191.09
500.00

480.50
190.00
340.00

190.00
285.00
66.00

238.21
150.82

Increase in Cash from Operating
Activities

4,401.05

101.08
100.00
3,935.60

470.38

2,421.67

Cash Flow from Investing and Financial Activities
Increases In Cash
Term Deposit

48,019.96

Decreases In Cash
Term Deposit

50,000.00

Increase (Decrease) in Cash from
Investing and Financial Activities

0.00

(1,980.04)

Net Increase (Decrease) in Cash

470.38

441.63

Add Opening Cash Balance

2,736.15

2,294.52

Closing Cash Balance

3,206.53

2,736.15
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Report from The Nurses' Memorial Chapel Trust
to the Christchurch Civic Trust 53rdAGM 30 May 2019
On 27 October 2018, the Christchurch
Nurses' Memorial Chapel was reopened
officially by Her Excellency The Rt Hon
Dame Patsy Reddy GNZM, QSO DStJ,
Governor-General of New Zealand and
rededicated by The Rt Rev Dr David Coles
- the culmination of concerted efforts by
the Chapel Trust, the Friends of the
Nurses'
Memorial
Chapel,
the
Christchurch City Council and a large
number of people to restore the
earthquake-damaged Category 1 heritage
listed Chapel.
A stained-glass window depicting Hester
Maclean was designed and installed for the
Chapel reopening ceremony with Chapel
Trust funding. The founding Matron-inChief of the New Zealand Army Nursing
Service (NZANS), she led the first
contingent of 50 NZANS nurses overseas
in April 1915.
A lease has been signed between the
Chapel Trust and the Council, the Chapel
being in Council ownership. The initial
term is for 11 years, with two rights of
renewal for 11 years each, and a
peppercorn rental of $1.00 plus GST per
annum. The lease cycle is expected to
continue beyond 2051.
"Stand for All Time", authored by Anna
Rogers and published by the Friends of the
Chapel, with Chapel Trust funding, was
launched in the chapel by Dame Ann
Hercus DCMG on 28 October, ahead of
the public open afternoon. This book
records the history of the Chapel and the
challenges it has faced to date. It also
provides the most comprehensive account
of the Marquette troop ship sinking in
1915 and the associated scandal, listing
not only the names of those who lost their
lives but also those of the survivors.
Copies can be purchased during Chapel
open
afternoons
or
by
email:
chapelfoc@gmail.com. Cost $45 plus $10
postage and packaging.

Museum and Airforce Museum of NZ
staff. Its archives are rich with
supplementary information, which can be
accessed from the museum's touch screen
ipad. Special displays will be mounted for
events and exhibitions can be arranged.
The Chapel's Museum's Collection Policy
assists with determining acceptance of new
additions.
The Chapel Trust assisted with funding the
New Zealand tour of the Mount Felix
Tapestry from England. The tapestry,
depicting stories relating to the WW1
Mount Felix Hospital (No.2 NZ General
Hospital), Walton-on-Thames, Surrey,
England, was displayed from OctoberNovember in the Canterbury Museum.
Thousands of wounded WW1 NZ soldiers
were cared for at Mount Felix, established
specifically for NZ soldiers. Three tapestry
panels are linked to the Marquette.
The Chapel Trust is very grateful for the
generosity of individuals and groups, who
have made donations to the Chapel. This is
enabling the provision of high quality
resources for Chapel visitors. A significant
legacy was received from the late Sister
Dorothy McDonald, remembered for her
love for nursing and commitment to
Christchurch Hospital. Options are being
considered as to how use a portion of the
funds to optimise the memory of a
wonderful nursing colleague.
The Trust is chaired by Robyn Bisset, one
of the two representatives of the Friends of
the Nurses' Memorial Chapel. The Rev
Canon David Morrell stepped down as
chairman in 2018 after many years of
devoted service but continues to share his
considerable expertise as a Trust member.
The Christchurch Nurses' Memorial
Chapel website: www.cnmc.org.nz has
been relaunched. It includes a section for
making booking requests for events at the
Chapel, an online form for enquiries and a

The museum has been reinstated inside the
Chapel with support from Canterbury
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donations form. Information about the
Chapel, garden and the Marquette are
especially highlighted. Of particular
interest is a video in the Marquette section,
which features a Greek dive team
exploring the HMT Marquette resting 87
metres below the waters in Thermaikos
Bay (North Aegean Sea). The website is
expected to prove a valuable resource for
the Chapel and Christchurch, as further
information is added.
Planning is underway for the Chapel to be
open for visitors on Saturdays and
Sundays 1.00p.m.-3.30p.m. (winter hours)
and 1.00p.m-4.00p.m. (summer hours).
Bookings are being accepted for special
events such as weddings and baptisms.
(Regulations limit Chapel occupancy to 50
people.)

Friends of the Chapel are seeking more
volunteers to assist in the Chapel once
every 4-5 weeks during afternoon
opening hours. This would enable the
Chapel to be open on weekdays, also. An
orientation day is to be held in June and
an orientation booklet will assist
volunteers in their role. (The Chapel is
located on Riccarton Avenue in front of
Christchurch Women's Hospital.) If
interested in this important role, kindly
contact:
Stephanie Cook
Email: stephanie.cook@cdhb.health.nz
or Mob: 0272509264,
or
Andrea Grieve
Email: andreagrieve@xtra.co.nz or
Mob: 0276944705

Anne Dingwall
Christchurch Civic Trust Representative

The Governor-General Dame Patsy Reddy officially re-opens the Nurses' Memorial Chapel.
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Report on The Civic Trust Annual Awards 2018
to the Christchurch Civic Trust 53rdAGM 30 May 2019
The dominant feature of the projects
awarded in 2018 was the ongoing
commitment to recovery and
restoration.
As the inner city begins to heal and new
buildings rise to dominate the skyline
those of heritage character are now in the
minority. It has always been an easier
option for the owners of older buildings to
cut their losses and demolish, but
fortunately there are exceptions, and the
awards in 2018 recognized some of these.
The most notable being the Midland
Building, which was the recipient of the
2018 Supreme Award. The retention of this
building was especially significant not
only for the streetscape of Oxford Tce but
as a critical link with other surviving
heritage buildings in the area.
In 2018 a total of 17 nominations were
received, from which 6 awards, including
1 supreme award, and 3 commendations
were selected by the Awards subcommittee.

Mike King, Structural Engineer and
developer receives his Award for the
restoration of the Wood’s Mill building,
Addington from Dr Kissling.

Awards were made in all the four
categories of the award criteria; 1 in
category A, 6 in category B including
a supreme award, 1 in category C and
1 in category D.
The Civic Trust's 41st annual Awards were
held on Tuesday 09 October at the
Sydenham
Room
South
Library
Beckenham.
Neil Roberts
Convenor

Paula Smith, Chair of the Stoddart Cottage
Trust, receives the Award for the trust’s
stewardship of the Stoddard Cottage,
Diamond Harbour, from Christchurch
Civic Trust Chair Dr Chris Kissling.
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Report from the Port Hills Park Trust Board
to the Christchurch Civic Trust 53rdAGM 30 May 2019
Mt Vernon continues to be a great example
of the foresight of the Civic Trust in
acquiring it over 30 years ago.

separate tracks for mountain bikers is now
necessary to avoid conflicts with other
users. We have had to improve signage,
develop a website and Facebook page.

Sadly, foresight seems to be a scarce
commodity these days. From 2003 to 2011
the Port Hills Park Trust Board
(“PHPTB”) pursued a goal of public
acquisition of the Cashmere Valley owned
by McVicar Timber Ltd. In 2010 the
whole 358 hectare property was listed with
Wrightson Real Estate for sale at a price of
$8,000,000 plus GST. We succeeded in
getting a commitment from the
Christchurch City Council of $3,000,000
towards this but only on the basis that the
Council would own at least $3M worth of
land. A lot of work was done by volunteers
and paid consultants on a plan for a park
similar to the present Adventure Park. We
applied for funding from a Prime
Minister’s fund set up following the
September 2010 earthquake but did not get
a response. Ultimately in 2011 McVicars
took our ideas to a Canadian company
Select Evolution Ltd and persuaded them
to develop the Cashmere Adventure Park.
Grants of $2M each were secured from the
Prime Minister’s fund and from the
Christchurch City Council who also
invested $3M in shares in the park
operating company. The park operating
company ran into financial difficulty
following the Port Hills fires of February
2017 and the Christchurch City Council
has invested a further $5M in the park
operating company so that its investment
of $8M has achieved a 55% ownership of
the company which leases the park from
McVicars – exactly the sum which would
have bought the entire property 9 years
ago.
The PHPTB has continued to experience
considerable growth in the numbers of
visitors to Mt Vernon Park in recent years.
In 2018 a City Council track counter
logged over 250,000 people on the Rapaki
Track in a 12 month period and making

As before, the PHPTB largely relies on a
small, ageing but enthusiastic band of
volunteers who do much of the regular
maintenance work in Mount Vernon Park
and comprise a good part of the
management committee. Since August last
year we have also been getting some
assistance from Conservation Volunteers
New Zealand.
We continue to receive an annual grant of
$15,000 from the City Council which
together with $6,000p.a. from a grazing
licence, covers our operating costs, but
does not leave much money spare for
improvements or additions to the park.
Nevertheless, the PHPTB continues to
pursue opportunities for acquisition of
other properties which would be useful
additions to the public reserves on the Port
Hills and as reported last year, we are
pursuing acquisition of a small block of
flat land at the end of Albert Terrace,
adjacent to one of the entrances to Mt
Vernon Park. Like the 3 hectare hillside
block we recently purchased in the same
area, the land is zoned residential but
liquefaction and rockfall hazards have
greatly affected its value. It will eventually
improve this entrance to the park and the
local area. The City Council also gave us a
small area of land in the same area which
it no longer required.
We are continuing to work towards a
better water storage and reticulation on Mt
Vernon, both for stockwater and
firefighting. Climate change makes this
essential to maintain year-round grazing
and fire safety and last summer we had a
number of neighbours concerned about fire
risk when the wet spring and early summer
18

followed by drought left us with a lot of
dried out long grass and other vegetation,
something we could do very little about.

Geopark, the DOC programme for a
predator-free Port Hills, the Summit Road
Society’s acquisition of the McCashin
property which adjoins Mt Vernon at the
top of the Rapaki Track and the proposal
for development of an eco-sanctuary south
of the Adventure Park.

We have in recent years invited the local
community to take part in an annual tree
planting day which has been well
supported.

Oscar Alpers
Chairman.

There are exciting developments around us
with ongoing discussions to make the
whole of Banks Peninsula a UNESCO

The walking tracks in Mt Vernon are managed by the Port Hills Park Trust Board
Images taken at the Awards Evening 2018 (See Pg 17 for full details)

Phillip Duval, President / Board Chair
receives the Award from Dr Kissling for
the restoration of the Christchurch Home
and Family Society building, 319 St Asaph
St.

Richie Moyle, Christchurch City Council
Heritage Programme Manager, talks about
the Rose Historic Chapel restoration which
received an Award.
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Report from the McLean’s Mansion Charitable Trust Board
to the Christchurch Civic Trust 53rdAGM 30 May 2019
Since the last AGM there has been
progress on this project as noted in the
recent Newsletter.
In summary The Mansion was purchased by the new
McLean’s Mansion Charitable Trust on 7
August 2018. The Christchurch City
Council had earlier extended the Central
City Landmark Heritage Grant of $1.934m
for the project for another 18 months at
their meeting on 28 June. There is now a
heritage covenant on the title as part of the
conditions for that grant. The Civic Trust
has a dedicated fund raising subcommittee
convened by Ross Gray. The Mansion will
be the focus of the Heritage Festival
(formerly Heritage Week ) in October.

brick fireplaces which had sustained
damage in the earthquake sequence.
Removed bricks that are intact have been
retained and stored for potential reuse.
The Council have provided a generous
grant of 1.934 million dollars for the early
stages of the project. In return a Heritage
Covenant has been lodged on the title of
the building. The next phase of work will
involve a Building Consent application for
the
strengthening
and
foundation
remediation of the Mansion to an
anticipated 100% of the NBS standard.
This work will also be subject to a
Heritage Works Plan. A Conservation
Plan funded by a Lottery Environment and
Heritage grant will also provide assistance
in direction in the preparation of the
Heritage Works Plan. By the end of the
year it is expected that the majority of first
phase repair and strengthening work will
be completed.

The Mansion repair and refurbishment is
progressing well. Since the new Trustees
acquired the building in August 2018 the
focus has been on making the building safe
and secure. Security is now in place to
deter vandalism and points of ingress have
been covered up. The Mansion is now
watertight with roof repairs carried out
where lead flashings had been removed.
The interior has been cleaned out of
existing dilapidated commercial furniture
and equipment from the previous use.

The Civic Trust Board has provided three
of the four new Trustees for the McLean’s
Mansion Charitable Trust. In addition the
Civic Trust has a dedicated subcommittee
tasked with fund raising and publicity for
the Mansion. There is also a Friends of the
Mansion group that has been active in
tidying up the grounds. There will be open
days in October for the public to see the
progress up to that stage.

The Trust has employed a full time Project
Director, Richard Herdman, who had been
an integral part of the Council heritage
buildings programme. One of his early
tasks was to coordinate the removal of
plaster and trim to expose the structure of
the building and in turn gain a
comprehensive understanding of the
existing construction. The trim and plaster
mouldings have been catalogued and
retained on site for eventual repair,
replication and reinstatement.
A
substantial steel structural system was
revealed that carries the dead loads of the
building. Work has just been completed on
stabilising the building by removing the

More funds are needed to achieve the
vision for the Mansion. Some of this will
come from applications to funding bodies.
Commercial sponsorship and donations
from the public are also important as this
will show the support of the community.
The Mansion has been in private and
governmental hands for all of its life. This
is a wonderful opportunity to bring the
Mansion into the public realm.
Tim Hogan
McLean’s Mansion Charitable Trust
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