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SAVE THE MCDOUGALL ART GALLERY 

CAMPAIGN 

 

 

 

              MUST REMAIN A PUBLIC  

                     ART GALLERY 

 

 

 

 

For nearly a decade now Tim Seay the grandson of Robert McDougall, has campaigned to try 

and have the Robert McDougall Art Gallery restored to its former use for the display of some 

of the city’s public art collection. However, in recent years the Christchurch City Council has 

agreed to lease the former public art gallery to Canterbury Museum for 50 years. 

Tim Seay maintains vehemently that this intended use by the Museum is not only at odds with 

his grandfather’s original intentions but denies the opportunity in the future to show public art 

works seldom seen by citizens of Christchurch. The Save the Robert McDougall Campaign has 

been active now for several years and its facebook page has over two thousand followers Tim 

Seay regularly posts a Press Release on the site  and the most recent of these can be read on the 

facebook page; Save the McDougall Campaign or News on the Civic Trust web-site 

www.christchurchcivictrust.co.nz 

http://www.christchurchcivictrust.co.nz/
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SOME BOARD NEWS FROM THE CHAIR

The 56TH AGM on 1 June at 

CWEA was preceded by a 

brief but pleasant social time, 

the (masked) meeting itself 

having 33 attendees with 16 

apologies. The usual AGM 

format included confirmation of 2021 AGM 

Minutes, Report from the Chair, 

comprehensive Financial Report, several 

Annual Reports, detailed report from Dr 

Chris Kissling on McLean’s Mansion 

(including the move to a new Board), re-

election of all Board members apart from 

Lynn Campbell who has resigned after 8 

years, election of two new Board members, 

Erin Oakley and Bridget Lange (who has 

subsequently resigned due to unforeseen 

circumstances), election of Hamish Gilchrist 

from previous Board secondment. Ivan 

Thompson, our highly qualified and 

experienced guest speaker presented 

“Planning by Template: Christchurch 

Communities Side-lined by Government 

Intensification Approach”, a very topical and 

absorbing PowerPoint coverage of key 

aspects of the vexed housing intensification 

issue, currently one of the most contentious 

and vital matters for large cities throughout 

New Zealand. His presentation is accessible 

online here on the Civic Trust website  . 

www.christchurchcivictrust.org.nz.under:- 

Events Annual General Meeting 2022. 

 

CHRISTCHURCH CIVIC TRUST 

BOARD VOTE ON TE KAHA MULTI-

USE ARENA (Go, Stop or Pause) extract 

from submission to Christchurch City 

Council ‘Have Your Say’ on 2.7.22  

Christchurch Civic Trust (‘CCT’) has voted 

PAUSE because careful analysis of matters 

contained in our Points 1 and 2 needs to be 

made. Points 3 and 4 are factors which have 

also informed our view.                                                                             

1  CCT is concerned at the added cost in 

relation to priorities for spending on other 

important aspects of civic life eg city 

infrastructure, citizen services and facilities; 

and the extra burden on rates. CCT is alarmed 

at the enormity of the currently stated cost – 

and what that cost might end up as. 

2 CCT is concerned at the environmental 

impact of this massive project: materials 

manufacturing CO2 emissions which are 

unquantified to date – steel, concrete, plastic 

roof; transportation emissions, 

construction/assembling. (Every tonne of 

steel manufactured results in c 1.85 tonnes of 

CO2; cement manufacture 0.9t CO2; plastic 

– depending on type – every tonne, 1.7t – 

3.5t CO2). Part of the total emissions 

equation should include the demolition of 

Lancaster Park, earthquake damage 

remediation of which CCC should have 

considered more thoroughly – demolition 

loss of embodied energy, demolition energy 

consumption and CO2 emissions.  What 

consideration had been given to timber as the 

key construction material? Likely none; if 

not why not? The use of engineered timber 

has long been standard practice in sports, 

educational and civic facilities.  

3 CCT was appalled at the forced demolition 

of the NG building which should have 

remained a viable part of the development of 

this inner city area. A heritage treasure of the 

Edwardian era has been needlessly 

destroyed. 

4 CCT considers this prime city site much 

better suited to housing: pre-quakes this 

former Turner and Growers’ site had been 

earmarked as a thriving inner city housing 

development, with plans developed by 

Athfield Architects and CCC. 

Points 1 and 2 need to be carefully 

considered as part of a PAUSE, 

particularly in light of the CCC Newsline 

article 23 May 2019: ‘Christchurch City 

Council has declared a climate and 

ecological emergency. It joins a growing 

number of cities worldwide who have 
declared climate change emergencies and 
pledged to take urgent action to reduce their 

carbon emissions.’ 

 

http://www.christchurchcivictrust.org.nz/
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HAGLEY PARK, LIGHTS AND 

LEASES 

CCT members will be aware of the long-

running efforts by the CCT Board to ensure 

that this highly valued heritage open public 

space is respected and cared for by 

authorities for the enjoyment of all. 

Strenuous efforts have been made over many 

years, in particular by Anne Dingwall, Chris 

Kissling and seconded member Sue 

Williams, to grapple with issues which 

directly affect the park’s heritage values. 

This includes the Hagley Oval lights issue 

and since 2021 the question of the CCC lease 

for added lights to be installed by Hagley 

Park Tennis Club. At all times CCT Board 

has clearly said that it fully supports sports 

being played at Hagley, as long as that does 

not contravene the legal and operative 

framework, (including the Hagley Park 

Management Plan 2007), does not impinge 

on the heritage values of the Park, does not 

favour one sector over others and does not 

involve profit ruling over public access for 

recreation. Currently the Christchurch City 

Council’s handling of the Hagley Park 

Tennis Club’s lease is a matter under 

investigation by the Office of the 

Ombudsman at our request. CCT does not 

have a war chest of funds to seek redress 

through legal action. Like most individuals 

and not-for-profit incorporated societies, 

CCT argues its position and challenges 

relevant authorities by way of publicly 

available opportunities to exercise speaking 

rights and make official complaints. These 

are conducted in attempts to hold elected 

councillors/politicians and their advisors 

accountable with respect to following due 

processes and the rule of law. When that 

fails, the only option remaining is to seek the 

intervention of the Ombudsman’s office. 

CCT does not wish to be an irritant “stone in 

the shoe”, but we will continue to speak on 

environmental values that cannot speak for 

themselves within the limited timeframes set 

by authorities. 

 

        ENGLEFIELD LODGE 

As was hinted at in the AGM Chair’s Report, 

currently Board members are attempting to 

gather support for the possible retention and 

revival of Englefield Lodge. Built 1854-6, 

Englefield is the oldest dwelling of stature 

(280m2) remaining in Christchurch. Over the  

           Englefield 230 Fitzgerald Avenue 

years since the ‘quakes many members will 

have experienced a palpable heart-sink 

(worsening yearly) on passing the property. 

Explorations and negotiations are ongoing. 

The Englefield Residents’ Association is 

willing it to survive and we certainly hope 

that it can. Failing a knight saviour with a 

very big money bag, a best-case scenario 

would be a sympathetic income-generating 

town house development on the site 

(1624m2) with a restored Englefield Lodge 

as centre piece, a wonderful community 

asset. It would make a great spot for 

Christchurch Civic Trust meetings and 

functions! If anyone has anything to offer, 

any contacts who might come to the party 

with funding please notify our secretary. 

secretary@christchurchcivictrust.org.nz 

Sandra Shaw and Erin Oakley, convening the 

Membership Services Subcommittee, are 

updating the CCT website Board profile 

which it is hoped will give members a good 

insight into the background and motivations 

of all the people who make up the CCT 

Board. Question: when was the last time you 

had a look at the website? There are aspects 

which we know need to be updated and 

developed, but if you want to know which 

mailto:secretary@christchurchcivictrust.org.nz?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Christchurch%20Civic%20Trust%20website
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building or event got an Award or 

commendation in 1977, the first year of the 

Awards, or 2017 you’ll find it there. 

Newsletters going back to May 2008, Annual 

Reports from 2015 are there too – and lots 

more. 

Ross Gray                                                              

Chair 

REOPENING OF LAWRIE AND 

WILSON  BUILDING  TUAM ST 

On 27 July 2022, Environment Canterbury 

(ECan) celebrated the post-quake 

restoration of its Lawrie & Wilson 

Auctioneers building (situated in Tuam 

Street, between ECan's Christchurch office 

and the Odeon Theatre). The Christchurch  

 

  

Lawrie and Wilson building 210 Tuam Street 

Civic Trust accepted ECan's invitation to 

attend the formal reopening ceremony. 

(Listed as a Category 2 heritage building by 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, 

this building is also listed as Significant - 

Group 2 heritage on the Christchurch City 

Council's District Plan Schedule of 

significant historic heritage.) 

Representatives of Ngāi Tūāhuriri (the Ngāi 

Tahu hapū holding mana whenua over the  

Christchurch CBD), including Ratana 

Church members, provided the blessing of                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

the building. Guests were welcomed by 

ECan chair, Jenny Hughey, who recounted 

the building's colourful history and its post-

earthquake retention by ECan, consistent 

with ECan's commitment to sustainability. 

Dame Anna Crighton then spoke at length 

about the embodied energy of building 

materials, the environmental value of 

retaining buildings such as those of brick 

and timber, in contrast to new steel and 

glass construction, and reducing solid waste 

disposal. As a city councillor, she had 

advocated successfully to save the building 

from demolition.        

The ceremony concluded with the lifting of 

a woven flax 'veil' on the foyer wall to 

reveal the tukutuku panel, the taonga woven 

by Morehu Flutey-Henare,  Reihana Parata 

and Hera Maxwell. (These weavers had 

previously completed the tukutuku panels 

in the Whare Kōtuia room at ECan.) Named 

Ka Pō, Ka Ao, Ka Awatea, this Tukutuku 

acknowledges the connection of those who 

have journeyed to their eternal rest in the 

heavens. Reflecting the ECan and Ngāi 

Tahu relationship (known as Tuia), the 

tukutuku pattern depicts Matariki and traces 

the Canterbury journey of wai (water) from 

the sky to the sea. The creation of the 

whakairo, the blue-backlit silver pattern on 

the upper section of the curving foyer wall 

(opposite the tukutuku panel) was also 

explained; the carvers were Fayne 

Robinson and Brent Brownlee. Guests 

joined in the singing of ECan's waiata:Toitū 

Waitaha (composed by Ariana Tikao, lyrics 

by ECan staff, symbolising the values of 

Ngāi Tahu kaitiakitanga, the 

taiao/environment and the role of ECan in 

honouring these values).   

Russell Keetley, ECan project manager, 

explained features of ECan's restoration as 

guests toured the double-storey building. 

Anne Dingwall 

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Christchurch Civic Trust 

Inc 
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                          Presentation of the Civic Trust 

  

                           AWARDS 2022 

 
                      Members are invited to attend the        

                 Christchurch Civic Trust annual awards 

                                       to be held in  

                              The Sydenham Room 

                                                at 

                                     South Library 

                            66 Colombo St Beckenham 

                             Wednesday 12 October 

        Light refreshments from 5.30pm; formal Award Ceremony   

                                      commences at 6.00pm     
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